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SUBJECT: PRESS STATEMENT ON NEB GAS REPORT 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DEPARTMENT'S PRESS STATEMENT ON NEB 
GAS REPORT. DO NOT RELEASE PRIOR TO 12:30 PM EDT JULY 17. 

BEGIN TEXT 

THE REPORT BY CANADA'S NATIONAL ENERGY BOARD (NEB) ON 
CANADIAN NATURAL GAS SUPPLY, DEMAND AND DELIVERABILITY WAS 
RELEASED IN OTTAWA JULY 16. 

WE NOTE THAT CANADIAN MINISTER OF ENERGY, MINES AND 
RESOURCES, MR. DONALD S. MACDONALD, COMMENTING IN OTTAWA 
YESTERDAY ON THE REPORT’S CONCLUSION, SAID THAT NATURAL 
GAS SUPPLIES IN CANADA WILL NOT BE ADEQUATE IN THE NEAR 
TERM TO MEET BOTH THE PROJECTED INCREASE IN DOMESTIC 
DEMAND AND EXISTING EXPORT COMMITMENTS. THE MINISTER 
STATED THERE WOULD HAVE TO BE SOME CURTAILMENT OF EXPORT 
CONTRACTS AND THAT THE GROWTH OF DEMAND IN CANADA WILL 
HAVE TO BE RESTRAINED UNTIL FRONTIER SUPPLIES OF GAS 
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AVOID CURTAILMENT OF EXPORT DELIVERIES OVER THE COMING 
HEATING SEASON OTHER THAN THAT WHICH CONTINUES TO OCCUR 

IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST. 

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE NEB'S REPORT ARE SERIOUS BOTH 
FOR CANADA AND FOR SEVERAL REGIONS IN THE UNITED 
STATES WHICH ARE HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON CANADIAN NATURAL 
GAS. WE THEREFORE WELCOME MINISTER MACDONALD S ASSUR 
ANCE THAT CANADA WILL UNDERTAKE CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ON POSSIBLE SUPPLY CURTAILMENTS 
AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA WILL BE AS RESPONSIVE 
AS POSSIBLE TO UNITED STATES CONCERNS. WE HOPE THROUGH 
SUCH CONSULTATIONS TO BE ABLE TO ANTICIPATE POSSIBLE 
PROBLEMS AND TO MITIGATE INSOFAR AS POSSIBLE THE IMPACT 
ON US CUSTOMERS FOR CANADIAN GAS. AT THE SAME TIME WE 
WILL SEEK ASSURANCES THAT US CUSTOMERS ARE NOT REQUIRED 
TO BEAR THE FULL BURDEN OF ANY DECREASE IN THE SUPPLY 
OF CANADIAN NATURAL GAS. 

AS THE MINISTER NOTED, U.S. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE 
ADVISED IN ADVANCE OF THE FINDINGS OF THE NEB. WE ARE 
STUDYING THE NEB REPORT IN DETAIL. ALTHOUGH WE ARE 
NOT PREPARED AT THIS TIME TO COMMENT ON THE CONTENTS 
AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE REPORT, THE EVIDENT PROBLEMS IN 
CANADA'S NATURAL GAS SUPPLY SITUATION AGAIN DRAMATIZE 
THE NEED FOR U.S. MEASURES TO CONSERVE, EFFICIENTLY 
UTILIZE AND APPROPRIATELY PRICE THIS PREMIUM ENERGY 
SOURCE. END TEXT. KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, NATURAL GAS, TEXT, PRESS RELEASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE1 68372 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: DLBLAKEMORE:MGH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750247-0523 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750746/aaaabpba.tel 

Line Count: 90 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 JAN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 JAN 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <16 MAR 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS STATEMENT ON NEB GAS REPORT FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DEPARTMENT'S PRESS STATEMENT ON NEB 
TAGS: ENRG, CA, NEB 
To: OTTAWA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



